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CONWAY PLANNING BOARD 
 

MINUTES 
 

JANUARY 25, 2001 
 

A meeting of the Conway Planning Board was held on Thursday, January 25, 2001, beginning at 7:05 p.m. 
at the Conway Town Office in Center Conway, NH.  Those present were:  Sheila Duane, Chair; 
Selectmen’s Representative, Gary Webster; Secretary, Conrad Briggs; John Waterman; Robert deFeyter; 
Arthur Bergmann; Alternate, Martin Frank; Planning Director, Thomas Irving; and Recording Secretary, 
Holly Meserve. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATE MEMBER 
 
Ms. Duane appointed Mr. Frank as a voting member this evening.   
 
REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
 
Mr. deFeyter made a motion, seconded by Mr. Bergmann, to continue the Minutes of January 11, 2001, 
until the next meeting.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
The Minutes of January 16, 2001 should be amended as follows:  page 1, paragraph 1, line 1, should be 
added, “Board members were given opinions from both Town Counsels (copies attached).  Stephen 
Hallett…”.  Mr. Briggs made a motion, seconded by Mr. Webster, to adopt the Minutes as amended.  
Motion carried with Mr. Frank abstaining from voting.   
 
C.N. BROWN – MINOR SITE PLAN REVIEW CONTINUED (1999 TAX MAP 215, PARCEL 
13/OLD TAX MAP 69, PARCEL 19) FILE #MR00-19 
 
Mr. Bergmann stepped down at this time.  Diane Smith of Thaddeus Thorne Surveys and Charles Sheehan 
of C.N. Brown appeared before the Board.  Ms. Smith reviewed the changes.  Mr. Irving reviewed his 
supplemental report.  Ms. Duane read a waiver request for Article 123-22.A.(1).  Mr. Webster made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. Briggs, to grant the waiver request for Article 123-22.A.(1).  Mr. deFeyter 
asked if the permanent display area part of the parking calculations.  Mr. Irving answered in the negative.   
 
Mr. deFeyter stated that he has concerns with the location of the kerosene pump.  Mr. deFeyter asked if 
there has been any response from the Fire Chief.  Mr. Irving stated that the Fire Chief has stated in the past 
that he would like to see bollards, however, he also noticed the height of the curb.  Mr. Irving stated that we 
received approval from the Fire Chief when he reviewed the last set of plans.  Mr. deFeyter stated that the 
Fire Chief should review the plans again.  Motion was unanimously carried.   
 
Ms. Duane read a waiver request for Article 123-29.  Mr. Briggs made a motion, seconded by Mr. 
Webster, to grant the waiver request for Article 123-29.  Mr. deFeyter stated that this was changed from 
the original approval and the applicant should be required to place the electric underground.  Ms. Smith 
stated that the applicant did not show underground electric on the first approval.  Mr. Irving agreed.  Ms. 
Smith stated that the applicant expected it to remain the same, however, the utility company changed the 
location.  Ms. Duane read the requirements to grant a waiver.  Motion was defeated with Mr. Waterman, 
Mr. deFeyter and Mr. Frank voting in the negative.  The applicant agreed to speak to the utility 
company regarding the underground electric.   
 
Ms. Duane read a waiver request for Article 123-30.A.(3).  Mr. Frank made a motion, seconded by Mr. 
Briggs, to grant the waiver request for Article 123-30.A.(3).  Motion unanimously carried.  Ms. Duane 
read a waiver request for Article 123-30.B.  Mr. Frank made a motion, seconded by Mr. Briggs, to 
grant the waiver request for Article 123-30.B.  Motion unanimously carried.  The Board discussed 
Article 123-40.C.(1).  Mr. Irving stated that the ice machine and the propane cage are permanent displays.  
Mr. Irving stated that he is uncomfortable calling with calling those displays temporary.  There was a 
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discussion regarding two temporary outdoor display areas other than the ice machine and the propane cage.   
After a brief discussion, Ms. Smith agreed to withdraw the waiver request and remove the outdoor display 
between the pumps.  Mr. Briggs made a motion, seconded by Mr. Webster, to continue the Minor Site 
Plan Review for C.N. Brown until February 8, 2001.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
RUSSELL AND LYNN KNOX – MINOR SITE PLAN REVIEW (1999 TAX MAP 246, PARCEL 
15/OLD MAP 11, PARCEL 59-8) FILE #MR01-01 
 
Mr. Bergmann rejoined the Board at this time.  Shawn Bergeron of Bergeron Technical Services and 
Russell Knox appeared before the Board.  Mr. Bergeron reviewed the changes.  Ms. Duane read a waiver 
request for Article 123-30.D.(1).  Mr. Briggs made a motion, seconded by Mr. Frank, to grant the 
waiver request for Article 123-30.D.(1).  Ms. Duane read the requirements to grant a waiver.  Motion 
unanimously carried.   
 
Ms. Duane read a waiver request for Article 123-30.D.(8).  Mr. deFeyter made a motion, seconded by 
Mr. Bergmann, to grant the waiver request for Article 123-30.D.(8).  Millie Eastman, an abutter, stated 
that she thought the northerly most street tree was going to be a shrub.  After a brief discussion, Mr. 
deFeyter withdrew his motion and Mr. Bergmann withdrew his second.  Mr. Bergeron amended the 
waiver to allow two trees and a shrub instead of the northerly street tree.  Ms. Duane read the amended 
waiver request for Article 123-30.D.(8).  Mr. deFeyter made a motion, seconded by Mr. Waterman, to 
grant the waiver request for Article 123-30.D.(8).  Motion carried with Mr. Bergmann voting in the 
negative.   
 
Ms. Duane read a waiver request for Article 123-40.2.C.  Mr. Bergmann made a motion, seconded by 
Mr. Waterman, to grant the waiver for Article 123-40.2.C.  Motion unanimously carried.  Mr. 
deFeyter asked about the light on the back of the building facing Shaw’s Way.  Mr. Bergeron stated that he 
would add a note to the plan that the light will be shielded.  Ms. Duane asked for public comment; there 
was none.   
 
Mr. Webster made a motion, seconded by Mr. Briggs, to conditionally approve the minor site plan 
for Russell and Lynn Knox conditionally upon changing the northerly most street tree to a shrub; 
adding a note to the plan that the light facing Shaw’s Way will be shielded; adding the granted 
waivers to the plans; when the conditions have been met, the plans can be signed out-of-session; and 
the conditional approval will expire on February 23, 2001.  Motion unanimously carried.   
 
ALTERNATE VEHICLE SYSTEMS, LLC – FULL SITE PLAN REVIEW (1999 TAX MAP 253, 
PARCEL 82/OLD TAX MAP 12, PARCEL 40-8) FILE #FR01-02 
 
Edgar Allen of Thaddeus Thorne Surveys; Robert Gillis and David Couture, applicants, appeared before 
the Board.  Mr. Allen gave an overview of the project.  Ms. Duane asked what is going to be stored in the 
gravel storage area.  Mr. Gillis answered the gravel area will be for tank storage.  Mr. Irving asked if the 
tanks would be new or old.  Mr. Gillis answered both.  Mr. Irving asked if they would be neutralized.  
Russell Boisvert of Amerigas answered in the negative.     
 
Mr. Irving stated that there are also some NFPA issues, such as what is the required distance between a 
tank and a residential dwelling.  Mr. Irving stated that the Fire Chief still needs to respond and the applicant 
is required to meet the NFPA regulations.  Mr. Webster made a motion, seconded by Mr. Frank, to 
accept the application of Alternate Vehicle Systems, LLC as complete for a Full Site Plan review.  
Motion unanimously carried.  
 
Ms. Duane stated that since there is a lot of public in attendance for this application she would ask for 
public comment first.  Bill Laramie stated that he and his neighbors are concerned with the proposed 
facility and what it will do to the rest of the residences in the Whitelaw Subdivision.  Mr. Laramie stated 
that they are also concerned with their property values.  Frank Callis stated that he is concerned for their 
drinking water.  Mr. Callis asked if there is a leak, what happens and how is it taken care of.  Mr. Irving 
stated that the applicant is required to meet all State and Federal regulations.   
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Gene Martin asked if there is any danger to their well water.  Ms. Duane stated that propane is air-born.  
Mr. Martin asked if there are any other chemicals in the propane that might present a problem.  Mr. 
Boisvert stated that there is also a chemical called methanol, which is a dry gas.  Mr. Boisvert stated that it 
couldn’t contaminate water to the best of his knowledge.  Mr. Frank asked how much methanol is used.  
Mr. Boisvert answered approximately six, 50 gallon drums, which are stored on the loading dock.  Mr. 
Irving asked if these drums would be stored in the setback or wetland areas.  Mr. Boisvert answered in the 
negative.   
 
Mr. Frank stated that the tax impact is not something this Board can address.  Mr. Irving stated that the 
Board couldn’t take tax assessment into consideration unless there is a waiver request that will affect it.  
Mr. Laramie stated that he plans on speaking with the Tax Assessor and the Board of Selectmen about their 
property assessment.  Ms. Duane read a waiver request for Article 123-21.G.  Mr. Briggs made a motion, 
seconded by Mr. Frank, to grant the waiver request for Article 123-21.G.  Ms. Duane read the 
requirements to grant waivers.  Motion unanimously carried.   
 
Ms. Duane read the waiver request for Article 123-21.I.  Mr. Briggs made a motion, seconded by Mr. 
Webster, to grant the waiver request for Article 123-21.I.  Motion unanimously carried.  Ms. Duane 
read a waiver request for Article 123-23.B.  Mr. Briggs made a motion, seconded by Mr. Webster, to 
grant the waiver request for Article 123-23.B.  The applicant agreed to move the handicap parking space 
in the back gravel area.  Motion carried with Mr. Bergmann voting in the negative.   Ms. Duane read 
the waiver request Article 123-30.D.(6).  Mr. Frank made a motion, seconded by Mr. Webster, to grant 
the waiver request Article 123-30.D.(6).  Motion was defeated with Ms. Duane, Mr. Webster, Mr. 
Briggs, Mr. Waterman and Mr. Bergmann voting in the negative.  
 
Ms. Duane read a waiver request for Article 123-30.D.(8).  Mr. Briggs made a motion, seconded by Mr. 
Webster, to grant the waiver request for Article 123-30.D.(8).  Motion carried with Mr. Bergmann 
abstaining from voting.  Ms. Duane read a waiver request for Article 123-34.  Mr. Frank made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. Briggs, to grant the waiver request for Article 123-34.  Motion carried with 
Mr. deFeyter and Mr. Bergmann voting in the negative and Mr. Waterman abstaining from voting.  
Ms. Duane read a waiver request for Article 123-35.  Mr. Frank made a motion, seconded by Mr. 
Briggs, to grant the waiver request for Article 123-35.  Motion carried with Mr. Bergmann voting in 
the negative and Mr. Waterman and Mr. deFeyter abstaining from voting.   
 
Ms. Duane asked for public comment; there was none.  Mr. deFeyter made a motion, seconded Mr. 
Briggs, to continue the full site plan review for C.N. Brown until February 8, 2001.  Motion 
unanimously carried. 
 
 
ARTHUR BERGMANN – DISCUSSION REGARDING ATTENDANCE 
 
Ms. Duane stated that the Board has expressed concern regarding Mr. Bergmann’s attendance and she 
asked Mr. Bergmann of his intentions to attend and participate in the Planning process.  Mr. Bergmann 
stated that the public is always represented because we have an alternate.  Mr. Bergmann stated that the 
Town people have never been cheated of representation.  Mr. Bergmann stated that he will be here, but if 
the Board so chooses to continue with the plan to have him removed he would like to request a hearing 
with the Board of Selectmen, himself and his attorney. 
 
Mr. Webster stated that he requested to table the first attempt because he wanted the opportunity to hear 
from Mr. Bergmann.  Mr. Webster stated that we could all get into conflicts.  Mr. Webster stated if it is 
forwarded to the Board of Selectmen there will be a hearing, but it doesn’t necessarily mean he will be 
removed.  Mr. Webster stated that there is really nothing in the rules that they can do, except make peace, 
conduct business and keep going.  Mr. deFeyter stated that he would like to see Mr. Bergmann here as it is 
nice to have continuity.  Mr. Waterman read his letter to Ms. Duane dated December 18, 2000.   
 
Ms. Duane made a motion, seconded by Mr. Briggs, to ask the Town Attorney if an attendance policy 
can be added to the bylaws.  Mr. Webster stated that the Board is going to be discussing the bylaws in a 
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few months and we should send it to the attorney all at once.  Motion was defeated with Mr. Webster, 
Mr. deFeyter, Mr. Bergmann and Mr. Waterman voting in the negative.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Yankee Settlements – Conceptual Review – Phasing:  Stephen Hallett and Charlotte Maloney appeared 
before the Board.  Mr. Hallett stated that he would like to add phasing to his project.  Mr. Irving stated that 
the Town has no reservations as it is proposed.  Mr. Irving stated that he has spoken with the NHMA 
Attorneys and this is purely an administrative matter as there is no physical change.  Mr. Irving stated that 
there is no requirement to hold a public hearing, however, it is up to the Board.  Mr. deFeyter stated that 
this should only be changed in a public hearing.   
 
Mr. Briggs made a motion, seconded by Mr. Waterman, to approve the phasing schedule for Yankee 
Settlements as proposed and forego a public hearing.  Mr. Bergmann asked if all the roads have to be 
built before they can be sold.  Mr. Irving answered in the negative.  Motion carried with Mr. deFeyter 
voting in the negative and Mr. Bergmann abstaining from voting. 
 
O. Lee Gregory – Conceptual Review (1999 Tax Map 277, Parcel 144/Old Tax Map 27, Parcel 10):  O. Lee 
Gregory and Luigi Bartolomeo appeared before the Board for a conceptual review to change a portion of a 
building from industrial use to an office use. 
 
Wireless Communication Facilities and Workshop:  The Board had a brief discussion regarding wireless 
communication facilities and determined to have a workshop on this subject on Thursday, February 15, 
2001 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.   
 
Advisory Committees:  The Board reviewed the attached memo from Mr. Irving dated January 16, 2001.  
The Board agreed to discuss the Advisory Committees at the February 8, 2001 meeting. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Holly L. Meserve 
Recording Secretary 
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