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CONWAY PLANNING BOARD 
 

MINUTES 
 

DECEMBER 20, 2001 
 

A meeting of the Conway Planning Board was held on Thursday, December 20, 2001, beginning 
at 7:06 p.m. at the Conway Town Office in Center Conway, NH.  Those present were:  Chair, 
Sheila Duane; Selectmen’s Representative, Dick O’Brien; Secretary, Conrad Briggs; Robert 
Drinkhall; Martha Tobin; David Robinson; Planning Director, Thomas Irving; and Recording 
Secretary, Holly Meserve. 
 
ARTICLE 131-3 – DEFINITIONS FOR SUBDIVISION, MINOR SUBDIVISION AND 
BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENTS 
 
131-3 Subdivision/Minor Subdivision/Boundary Line Adjustment definitions:  Mr. Irving stated 
that the proposed amendment would bring the definitions in-line with the State RSA.  Mr. Irving 
stated that he does not know the reason behind part B under the definition of a subdivision.  Mr. 
Briggs made a motion, seconded by Ms. Tobin, to hold a public hearing on January 24, 
2002 on the proposed amendments to the definitions of Subdivision/Minor 
Subdivision/Boundary Line Adjustment.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
PHYLLIS WAGSTAFF – REQUEST FOR A FIELD CHANGE (TAX MAP 219, PARCEL 
202) FILE #FR01-09 
 
Ms. Duane stated that this project showed underground utilities, however, we have received a 
letter from the utility company stating underground utilities at this site cannot be done.  Ms. 
Duane asked the Board if changing from underground utilities to overhead utilities is an 
acceptable field change.  Mr. Briggs made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drinkhall, that the 
change from underground utilities on the approved site plan to overhead utilities is an 
acceptable field change.  Motion carried with Mr. Drinkhall voting in the negative. 
 
TECHNOLOGY VILLAGE – DISCUSSION 
 
Jac Cuddy of the Economic Council appeared before the Board.  Mr. Briggs stated that he has 
been asked why not use property that is already zoned commercially.  Mr. Cuddy stated that the 
feasibility study shows that at least 50 acres is necessary to create this park and the land they are 
looking at meets all the requirements for this type of village.   
 
Ms. Duane stated that you are trying to create a campus style setting.  Mr. Cuddy agreed.  Mr. 
Cuddy stated that they also want to create recreation trails and a village atmosphere.  Mr. Briggs 
stated that businesses in this complex would have an unfair tax advantage over other businesses.  
Mr. Cuddy stated that the only tax advantage would be for the Economic Council building.   
 
Mr. O’Brien asked how many facilities are being proposed.  Mr. Cuddy stated that they hope to 
employee up to 1,500 people over the next ten (10) years.  Mr. Irving stated that this is proposed 
as a special exception, so anyone in the residential/agricultural district who meets the standards 
can do a similar project.  Ms. Duane stated that this is to allow projects similar to theirs to come 
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into Town.  Mr. Cuddy stated that commercial property would make this type of project more 
expensive.  Mr. Cuddy stated that a private developer would do this type of project.   
 
Mr. Irving asked what if this project dissolves.  Mr. Cuddy stated that he cannot predict the 
future, but if it does you’ve already created a facility under the regulations and it can be 
something people can live with.  Mr. Irving stated that is could be some type of business no 
matter what the management.  Mr. Cuddy agreed.  Mr. Irving stated that some component of it is 
an incubator and the other is people who will stay.  Mr. O’Brien asked after the incubation 
period where do these businesses go.  Mr. Cuddy stated hopefully in Conway, but they can go 
where they want to.   
 
Roger Grenier who was in the audience stated that 80% of businesses that start in incubators 
succeed.  Mr. Irving stated after the three-year incubation period and they go on there own, they 
can build on this property.   Mr. Cuddy answered in the affirmative and stated that it would be 
taxable.   
 
Ms. Duane polled the Board to see if this should be a Planning Board sponsored article.  Ms. 
Duane, Mr. O’Brien, Mr. Briggs and Mr. Robinson agreed that this should be a Planning Board 
sponsored article and Mr. Drinkhall and Ms. Tobin opposed to it being a Planning Board 
sponsored article. 
 
Mr. Robinson made a motion, seconded by Mr. Briggs, to hold a public information 
meeting on January 3, 2002.  Motion carried with Ms. Tobin voting in the negative.  After a 
brief discussion on whether this should be a public information meeting or a public hearing, Mr. 
Robinson withdrew his motion and Mr. Briggs withdrew his second.  Mr. Briggs made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. Robinson, to hold a public hearing on proposed Article 147-
11.B.(9) – Business Development Park on January 3, 2002.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
CREATION OF A HISTORIC COMMISSION 
 
Ms. Duane stated that representatives from the State would meet with the Board and discuss the 
process and the benefits of a Historic Commission.  Mr. Irving stated that a Town meeting would 
have to develop a commission, the commission would develop the historic areas and then the 
commissions recommendations would need to be adopted at a Town meeting.  Ms. Duane stated 
that it would be good to have a workshop with the State in order to explain the process and 
answer any questions. The Board agreed to meet with the State. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATE MEMBER 
 
The Board agreed that Cesare Macchioni had met the requirements to become an alternate 
member of the Planning Board.  Mr. Briggs made a motion, seconded by Ms. Tobin, to 
appoint Cesare Macchioni as an alternate member of the Planning Board.  Motion 
unanimously carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Holly L. Meserve, Recording Secretary 


















