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CONWAY PLANNING BOARD 
 

MINUTES 
 

JANUARY 3, 2002 
 

A meeting of the Conway Planning Board was held on Thursday, January 3, 2002, 
beginning at 6:35 p.m. at the Conway Town Office in Center Conway, NH.  Those 
present were:  Chair, Sheila Duane; Selectmen’s Representative, Dick O’Brien; 
Secretary, Conrad Briggs; Brian Glynn; Robert Drinkhall; Martha Tobin; David 
Robinson; Alternate, Cesare Macchionni; Planning Director, Thomas Irving; and 
Recording Secretary, Holly Meserve. 
 
REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
 
Mr. O’Brien made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drinkhall, to approve the Minutes of 
December 13, 2001 as written.  Motion carried with Mr. O’Brien abstaining from voting. 
 
NOMINATION OF A VICE CHAIR 
 
Mr. O’Brien nominated Mr. Briggs for Vice Chair.  Ms. Tobin seconded the nomination.  
Mr. Irving stated that Mr. Briggs already holds the secretary position.  Mr. O’Brien 
withdrew his nomination and Ms. Tobin withdrew her second.  Mr. O’Brien nominated 
Mr. Drinkhall for Vice Chair.  Ms. Tobin seconded the nomination.  Motion unanimously 
carried. 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING – ARTICLE 123-23 – LOADING/ 
STORAGE FACILITIES 
 
Mr. Irving stated that the Town Attorney is okay with the amendment.  Ms. Duane asked 
if this would grandfather any storage trailers.  Mr. Irving answered in the negative and 
stated that this is a change to the site plan regulations and not the zoning ordinance.  Mr. 
Irving stated if a site with trailers is subject to site plan review then this regulation would 
come into effect.   
 
Earl Sires stated that he thought we were having the Code Enforcement Officer take 
pictures of the trailers because they would be grandfathered.  Mr. Irving stated that the 
pictures were to show what was there.  Ms. Duane stated that the Board of Selectmen was 
not going to enforce the existing ordinance because it was too vague.  Gary Webster 
stated that the goal was not to create a grandfathered status.  Mr. Webster stated that we 
wanted the ordinance clarified so they would come into compliance through the site plan 
review process.  
 
Ms. Duane asked for public comment; there was none.  Mr. Briggs made a motion, 
seconded by Mr. Drinkhall, to hold a public hearing on Article 123-23 on January 
24, 2002.  Motion unanimously carried. 
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APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATE MEMBER 
 
Ms. Duane appointed Cesare Macchionni as a voting member for Mr. Glynn (came in 
late). 
 
LOT MERGER – JOHN AND KATHLEEN MACLEAN 
 
Mr. Briggs made a motion, seconded by Mr. O’Brien, to grant the lot merger for   
(PID 232-164 & 167).  Ms. Duane asked for public comment; there was none.  Motion 
unanimously carried. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – ARTICLE 147-11.B.(9) – BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
PARK 
 
The public hearing was opened at 6:57 p.m.  Ms. Duane asked if there were any board 
questions; there were none.  Ms. Duane asked for public comment; Glen Saunders stated 
that he supports this amendment.  Mr. Saunders stated that when zoning was first written 
it was based on what was happening and this type of project wasn’t even envisioned then.  
Mr. Saunders stated that this could provide a road map for the Master Plan and is a 
needed activity for the Town.  Mr. Saunders stated that we have to have the skills at hand 
to have an impact on the business community.  
 
Mr. Saunders stated that we are short on service and installation technicians and they are 
hard to attract from the Portland or Manchester area to this area.  Mr. Saunders stated that 
he would make the suggestion that land proposed for this type of facility be contiguous 
with the commercial or industrial district. 
 
Carol Westervelt stated that she supports this amendment and stated that the Town needs 
to take a step forward for technology.  Bayard Kennett stated that there is a concern in the 
community that this was for big industry, but the concept here is to have similar types of 
businesses that we already have all over the valley, however, there to be adjacent to a 
residential area.  Mr. Kennett stated that he supports this amendment. 
 
Sheryl Kovalik stated that she would like to see a future for our children that are not 
based solely on tourism and this provides that.  Ms. Duane polled the Board if the 
residential lot should abut a commercial property.  The board unanimously agreed.   
 
Mr. Irving submitted and read a draft of changes to the Board (attached).  Ms. Duane 
asked if there were any questions; Jac Cuddy referred to item #5 and stated that it should 
be worded so development over a certain amount warrants a second access.  Ms. Duane 
suggested that it read the property should have the ability to have a second access and let 
site plan determine when it needs to be constructed.  Loren Billings asked if the 
recreation traffic would be taken into consideration.  Mr. Irving stated that it would 
probably be a part of the traffic study, however, both are not usually used at the same 
time.  The Board agreed to combine items #5 and #6.   
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Ms. Duane left at this time.  Mr. Glynn joined the Board at this time.  Mr. Webster stated 
that it is also being assumed that the recreation trails are going to be constructed 
immediately.  Mr. Irving stated that we do have to look at the build out of the site.   
 
Mr. Cuddy referred to item #9 and stated that it is ludicrous to increase the density of the 
green area when it is not going to have an impact and not be able to waive it.  Mr. Cuddy 
asked what if it buffers a river.  Mr. Irving stated that he is concerned with putting a 
requirement in the zoning ordinance that the Planning Board can waive under site plan.  
After a brief discussion, it was agreed to by the Board to change it to “...or if disturbed 
planted with dense evergreens…”.   
 
Mr. Irving asked if there should be an item that addresses the timely completion.  Mr. 
Sires stated that while the development takes place it is important to implement 
components of the recreational trails.  Mr. Saunders stated that the recreational facility is 
to be open to the public, but it is up to the property owner to regulate it.  Mr. Saunders 
stated that the public is not going to help control it.   
 
George Epstein of Madison asked if he could speak on the amendment.  Mr. Briggs 
answered in the affirmative.  Mr. Epstein stated that he would recommend leaving the 
recreation trail requirement in the proposal.  Mr. Epstein stated that he is concerned with 
item #13 and limiting the parking lot to a certain number of spaces.  Mr. Epstein stated 
that you should want your parking in one area and have your buildings around it. 
 
Mr. Irving stated with changes to the proposed amendment this would need another 
public hearing.  Mr. Cuddy asked if the Board is going to continue to support this as their 
own amendment or should the Economic Council submit a petitioned article.  Mr. Briggs 
polled the Board and it was unanimously agreed that they would support this as their own 
amendment, however, it was suggested that they should submit a petitioned article to be 
on the safe side.   
 
Mr. Briggs stated that he assumed that there was no one here against the proposal.  
William Marvel stated that he is opposed to the general idea, but came to gather more 
information.  Mr. O’Brien made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drinkhall, to continue the 
public hearing for Article 147-11.B.(9) until January 24, 2002.  Motion unanimously 
carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Holly L. Meserve 
Recording Secretary 








