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CONWAY PLANNING BOARD 
 

MINUTES 
 

MAY 22, 2003 
 

A meeting of the Conway Planning Board was held on Thursday, May 22, 2003, 
beginning at 7:07 p.m. at the Conway Town Office in Center Conway, NH.  Those 
present were:  Chair, Sheila Duane; Selectmen’s Representative, Dick O’Brien; Vice 
Chair, Robert Drinkhall; Conrad Briggs; David Robinson; Town Engineer, Paul 
DegliAngeli; and Recording Secretary, Holly Meserve. 
 
REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
 
Mr. Briggs made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drinkhall, to approve the Minutes of 
May 8, 2003 as writing.  Motion carried with Mr. O’Brien abstaining from voting.  
 
ROBERT HANSEN, JR. – FULL SITE PLAN REVIEW CONTINUED (PID 253-
24, 25 & 26) FILE #FR03-03 
 
Robert Tafuto of Ammonoosuc Survey Company appeared before the Board.  Mr. Tafuto 
explained the application.  This application was accepted as complete on April 24, 2003.   
 
Ms. Duane read the requirements to grant a waiver.  Ms. Duane read the waiver request 
for Articles 123-20.I.; 123-22.B; 123-29.A.2. & A.3. and 123-29.D.8.  Mr. Briggs made 
a motion, seconded by Mr. Drinkhall, to grant the waiver requests for Articles 123-
20.I.; 123-22.B; 123-29.A.2. & A.3. and 123-29.D.8.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Ms. Duane asked for public comment; there was none.  Mr. Briggs made a motion, 
seconded by Mr. Drinkhall, to conditionally approve the full site plan for Robert 
Hansen, Jr. conditionally upon the submittal of $23.00 to record the common 
easement; a performance guarantee for 50% of all site improvements and 100% of 
landscaping; when the conditions have been met, the plans can be signed out-of-
session; and this conditional approval expires on August 28, 2003.  Motion 
unanimously carried. 
 
RICHARD AND JOY CHECK – FULL SITE PLAN REVIEW CONTINUED (PID 
252-52) FILE #FR03-04 
 
Edgar Allen of Thaddeus Thorne Surveys appeared before the Board.  This application 
was accepted as complete on May 8, 2003.   
 
Mr. DegliAngeli reviewed the revisions necessary for the drainage.  Mr. DegliAngeli 
stated that the septic design will need to be redesigned to show that the leach field would 
be replaced in-kind if it fails rather than showing a separate replacement area.  Ms. Duane 
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asked if we see a problem with changing the septic approval.  Mr. DegliAngeli answered 
in the negative.  Ms. Duane asked for public comment; there was none.   
 
Ms. Duane read the waiver request for Articles 123-20.E. & 22.B.; 123-20.F. & 131-
67.C.8.c. & 123-29.A.4; 123-20.F. & 131-67.C.8.g.; 123-20.I.; 123-29.A2. & A.3.; and 
131, Article X, Table 2.  Mr. Drinkhall made a motion, seconded by Mr. O’Brien, to 
grant the waiver requests for Articles 123-20.E.; 123-20.I.; 123-22.B; 123-29.A.2. & 
A.3. and 123-29.D.8.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Mr. Briggs made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drinkhall, to conditionally approve the 
Full Site Plan for Richard and Joy Check conditionally upon changing the waiver 
request from “Table 2 Distance between collector roads” to “§131, Article X, Table 
2 Distance between a Collector and a Collector”.; submittal of revised septic plans to 
the State with a note that the leach field will be replaced in-kind if it fails; Add State 
Septic Approval number to the plans; Obtain Town Engineer Drainage Approval; 
Surveyor Certification on the plans; a performance guarantee for 50% of all site 
improvements and 100% of landscaping; when the conditions have been met, the 
plans can be signed out-of-session; and this conditional approval will expire on 
August 28, 2003.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
ROUTE 112 REALTY, INC. – MINOR SITE PLAN REVIEW (PID 264-35) FILE 
#MR03-06 
 
Shawn Bergeron of Bergeron Technical Services and Stan Szetela appeared before the 
Board.  Mr. Bergeron explained the application.  Mr. O’Brien made a motion, 
seconded by Mr. Briggs, to accept the application of Route 112 Realty, Inc. for a 
Minor Site Plan Review as complete.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Mr. DegliAngeli referred to the Staff Report and referenced the highlight issue.  Mr. 
DegliAngeli stated that there are concerns with the configuration of the parking area and 
driveway, specifically the aisle width and the parallel parking.  Mr. Bergeron stated that 
he can understand staff’s position, however, staff is not familiar with the history of the 
property.  Mr. Bergeron stated that this site has existed this way for more than 30 years.  
Mr. Bergeron stated that this site does not meet the Town of Conway regulations, but it 
does work.  Mr. Bergeron stated that there is no increase in site intensity.  Ms. Duane 
asked if they park on the side of the road for the gift shop.  Mr. Bergeron answered in the 
affirmative, however, they don’t stay long. 
 
Ms. Duane expressed concern regarding the handicap space.  Mr. Bergeron stated that the 
handicap space is 12 feet wide leaving 17-feet for passing traffic.  Mr. Bergeron stated 
that this is a low intensity of use.   
 
Mr. Briggs stated that he does not agree with the box trailer.  Mr. Briggs stated that the 
Planning Board has been working to get rid of box trailers.  Mr. Bergeron stated that it is 
behind a fence and doesn’t think it can be seen.  Ms. Duane asked the height of the fence.  
Mr. Bergeron answered six-feet.  Ms. Duane asked the height of box-trailer.  Mr. 
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Bergeron stated that it is greater than six-feet.  Ms. Duane asked if the square footage of 
the box trailer could be incorporated into an addition of the gift shop.  The applicant 
agreed.  The Board then discussed the parking layout.  Ms. Duane suggested squaring the 
parking area and having head-in parking.  Mr. Szetela agreed.  Ms. Duane asked for 
public comment; there was none. 
 
Mr. Briggs made a motion, seconded by Drinkhall to continue the minor site plan 
review for Route 112 Realty, Inc. until June 12, 2003.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
RONALD AND GINA CORNILA – SUBDIVISION/BOUNDARY LINE 
ADJUSTMENT REVIEW (PID 291-2 & 3) FILE #S03-09 
 
Diane Smith of Thaddeus Thorne Surveys appeared before the Board.  Mr. Briggs made 
a motion, seconded by Mr. O’Brien, to accept the application of Ronald and Gina 
Cornila for a Subdivision/Boundary Line Adjustment Review as complete.  Motion 
unanimously carried. 
 
Ms. Duane read the waiver requests for Articles 131-26.A., B., & C. and 131-24.N. & O.; 
131-24.T., U., & V.; and 131-26.A.(3).  Ms. Duane asked for public comment; there was 
none.  Mr. Drinkhall made a motion, seconded by Mr. O’Brien, to grant the waiver 
requests for Articles 131-26.A., B., & C. and 131-24.N. & O.; 131-24.T., U., & V.; 
and 131-26.A.(3).  Motion unanimously carried.  Ms. Duane asked for public 
comment; there was none. 
 
Mr. Drinkhall made a motion, seconded by Mr. O’Brien, to finally approve the 
Boundary Line Adjustment for Ronald and Gina Cornila.  Motion unanimously 
carried.  The plans were signed. 
 
JAMES PITMAN – 3-LOT SUBDIVISION REVIEW (PID 263-77) FILE #S03-10 
 
Ronald Briggs of Briggs Land Surveying appeared before the Board.  Mr. Briggs 
explained the application.  Mr. O’Brien made a motion, seconded by Mr. Briggs, to 
accept the application of James Pitman for a 3-Lot Subdivision Review as complete.  
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Mr. DegliAngeli reviewed the items still needed.  Ms. Duane asked for public comment; 
there was none.  Ms. Duane read the waiver requests for Articles 131-24.O. & 131-26.A.; 
131-24.T.; 131-30.E.; and 131-37.1.A.  Mr. Briggs made a motion, seconded by Mr. 
Drinkhall, to grant the waiver requests for Articles 131-24.O. & 131-26.A.; 131-
24.T.; 131-30.E.; and 131-37.1.A. 
 
Since the applicant is still awaiting State Subdivision approval, Mr. Drinkhall made a 
motion, seconded by  Mr. Briggs, to continue the 3-Lot Subdivision Review for 
James Pitman until June 12, 2003.  Motion unanimously carried. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Lawrence Smolinsky/Car Wash (PID 277-287) File #FR02-08 - Extension of 
Conditional Approval:  Ms. Duane read a letter from Mr. Smolinsky requesting a 90-
day extension.  Mr. O’Brien made a motion, seconded by Mr. Briggs, to extend the 
conditional approval for Lawrence Smolinsky/Car Wash for 90-days [August 20, 
2003].  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Daren Levitt/Former Jay Ironfield Building (PID 218-17):  Daren Levitt appeared 
before the Board.  Mr. Levitt stated that they would like to enclose a 161 square foot 
porch, but was told that it would be an increase in floor space and should come and ask 
the Board if this will require site plan review.  Ms. Duane asked if this is small 
undertaking to allow the enclosure of a porch.  Mr. Levitt stated that Mr. Irving 
recommended Article 123-4..A.(5).  Mr. DegliAngeli stated that he visited the site today 
and there is a permanent concrete pad and a roof over it, not an awning.   
 
There was discussion regarding the architectural standards.  The applicant agreed to 
maintain the log cabin look of the building and that the front of the building will meet the 
window requirement.  Mr. Briggs made a motion, seconded by Mr. O’Brien, to allow 
the enclosure of the porch [161 square feet] under §123-4.(5) with the condition that 
the exterior of the building maintain the log cabin look and that the window 
requirement is met.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Joe Berry – The Met (PID 218-42):  Ms. Duane stepped down.  Joe Berry appeared 
before the Board.  Mr. Berry stated that the Town received an inquiry about the outdoor 
seating at the Met and he is here this evening to see if the Planning Board has an issue 
with the seats remaining.  Mr. DegliAngeli stated that the seats are located on the 
applicant’s property, but are within the setback.  Mr. Briggs asked if there is any change 
in the seating numbers.  Mr. Berry answered in the negative.  Mr. Briggs stated that this 
is a nice addition and compliments the town.  Mr. Drinkhall asked for public comment; 
there was none.  Mr. O’Brien made a motion, seconded Mr. Robinson, to allow the 
outdoor seating within the setback.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Peter Gagne – Northern Extremes/Ye Garden Center (PID 262-60 & 61):  Ms. 
Duane rejoined the Board at this time.  Peter Gagne appeared before the Board.  Ms. 
Duane read a letter from Mr. Gagne.  Mr. DegliAngeli stated that there have been two-
applications for this site and the Planning Board had put limitations on their approvals.  
Mr. DegliAngeli stated that he doesn’t see a problem with the two businesses 
overlapping, but they were trying to contain it on the one parcel.  Mr. DegliAngeli stated 
that the owners own the adjacent five-acre parcel.   
 
Mr. DegliAngeli stated that the parking and river access are being proposed on the 
adjacent lot.  Mr. DegliAngeli  stated that staff believes that site plan review is necessary.  
Donna Beck, owner of the property, stated that they do operate the businesses on both 
lots.   
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Peter Gagne stated that he was under the assumption that this was an existing use and 
could be taken over.  Dick Stevens stated that he has been working for Donna Beck in the 
garden center for fourteen years and they have operated very successfully the businesses 
at the same time.  Mr. Stevens stated that he has been operating illegally , but not 
knowing it.  Mr. Stevens stated that the canoe business has not been operated on the 
garden center site. 
 
Mr. Gagne stated once the flower season ends he would not have a problem operating the 
canoe business.  Ms. Duane stated that you have approval to operate two-businesses, but 
not at the same time.  Daniel Boatwright stated that he owns Eastern Slope Campground 
and stated that he rents canoes and kayaks to his customers through Northern Extremes 
and asked if his customers will still be allowed to exit the river on his property.  Mr. 
DegliAngeli stated that as the owner of the campground he could rent canoes and kayaks 
to his customers, which can be leased out to a separate entity.  Mr. Duane stated that his 
paying customers who are renting a site at the campground could exit the river at his site. 
 
The Board agreed to allow the applicant to operate the canoe/kayak business under the 
conditions of the 1994 approval with the understanding that the applicant will be 
submitting a site plan application for these sites.  The applicant agreed. 
 
Signs on North-South Road:  Mr. O’Brien asked the Board to address the sign issue on 
the North-South Road.  The Board agreed to wait for Tom Irving to return from vacation 
and discuss this with him.   
 
New High School:  Mr. Briggs stated that he thinks the Board should endorse the Pine 
Hill area for the new high school.  The Board decided to review all proposed sites and 
decide at the next meeting.   
 
David Robinson/Economic Council - Housing:  Mr. Robinson stated that he has 
attended the first meeting and will keep the Board updated. 
 
2” vs. 3” trees:  Mr. Briggs stated that he checked into the difference between 2” and 3” 
caliber trees and their survival rate and he has gotten mixed reviews.  
 
Willow Place (235-40):  Mr. O’Brien stated that he has received a lot of phone calls in 
regard to the conversion of retail space to apartments and if they are affordable.  The 
Board agreed to wait to discuss with Tom Irving once he returns from vacation. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Holly L. Meserve 
Recording Secretary 
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