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CONWAY PLANNING BOARD 
 

MINUTES - WORKSESSION 
 

JULY 14, 2022 
 
A work session of the Conway Planning Board was held on Thursday, July 14, 2022 beginning at 
6:00 pm at the Conway Town Office, Conway, NH.  Those present were:  Chair, Ben Colbath;   
Selectmen’s Representative, Steven Porter; Vice Chair, Ailie Byers; Erik Corbett [via video]; Eliza 
Grant; Bill Barbin; Mark Hounsell; Planning Director, Jamel Torres; and Planning Assistant, Holly 
Whitelaw.  Alternate Ted Phillips and Steven Hartmann were in attendance. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL STANDARDS DISCUSSION  
 
Mr. Torres read the proposed amendments to §110-30.A [attached].  Mr. Hounsell stated there are 
too many words, it loses the simplicity of it.  Mr. Hounsell stated he is not sure what we are going 
to achieve, and could add more confusion.  Mr. Colbath stated when we are more specific about 
architectural details, they are more likely to get it right the first time.  Mr. Colbath stated this 
provides more examples.    
 
Ms. Grant stated a reason for listing a few styles is for the push back we get.  Ms. Grant stated a 
diversity of styles is a reminder that you don’t have to construct a rectangle.  Mr. Corbett stated it 
raises our standards a bit so we don’t end up with big box squares, and this is a step in the right 
direction.  Mr. Hounsell asked how do we make a box store look New England.  Mr. Hounsell 
stated he thinks what we have serves our need.  Mr. Torres stated Conway has done a pretty decent 
job, but he does get calls from developers that don’t know what New England style is.   
 
Mr. Colbath asked for public comment; Luigi Bartolomeo, retired Architect, stated this list is of 
residential styles of architecture and this Board addresses commercial.  Steve Hartmann joined the 
meeting at this time.  Mr. Bartolomeo stated the ordinance addresses large scale commercial 
developments in the best way that it can.  Mr. Bartolomeo stated he’s not sure the list is necessarily 
applicable to larger scale commercial developments.  Mr. Bartolomeo stated it is the architect’s 
job to give the owner a real handsome building that draws the public in and serves its purpose.     
 
Ms. Byers stated we get told they don’t know what New England architecture is, so we are trying 
to give them options.  Ms. Grant stated she agrees most are home styles, and she is open to adding 
more terms if you think it should be included.  Ms. Grant stated she is worried about our villages, 
and pieces of the village being redeveloped.   
 
Mr. Torres read the proposed amendments to §110-30.C.(1)(b) [attached].  Mr. Hounsell stated he 
likes this one.  Mr. Porter suggested adding a size to the regulations. Mr. Bartolomeo stated 
Meredith has the best architectural regulations in the State.  Mr. Colbath asked Mr. Torres to add 
square footage to the list of items to be reviewed.   
 
Mr. Porter made a motion, seconded by Ms. Grant, to hold a public hearing August 25, 2022 
on architectural design.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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ZONING AMENDMENTS 
 
Mr. Hounsell stated he would like to see Inclusionary Zoning Districts and Short-Term Rentals 
addressed.  Ms. Grant suggested revisiting the density requirements.     
 
MASTER PLAN UPDATE 
 
Mr. Torres stated the Board of Selectmen has authorized $100,000 in arbor funds.  Mr. Torres 
stated there will be a press release tomorrow and we will be taking responses up until September 
9, 2022.   
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:59 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Holly L. Whitelaw 
Planning Assistant 
 

 

 

 






